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might have generalized about the inhabitants of the British Isles who
were tattooed savages roaming about in the forests when the Indian
himself could boast of a mighty civilization. If it had been suggested
to him that the descendants of these savages were destined to rule over
India, he would have greeted the suggestion with pardonable contempt
and incredulitv. The miracle has nevertheless happened, and it is
now t-ie turn of the Indian to prove his claim to be considered capable
of civilization. The course of history is strewn with fatuous judgements
on one people by another. Toward* the end of the eighteenth century,
western Europe looked upon the Russians as semi-savages, and
D'AIernbert and Diderot could not think it possible that they should
ever be civilized up to the European standard. The negroes are still
generally regarded as incapable of ever attaining equality with white
races and, as regards Indians, the view has sometimes been expressed
that, like all brown races, they are incapable of continuous progress,
being subject to * some strange fiat of arrestJ1 which condemns them to
an eternal reproduction of ideas and to long periods oC immobility
succeeding brief intervals of advance. Such views stand condemned
if only because they ignore the obvious fact that the Indian people do
not constitute one single race but that various racial strains have
entered into their composition. Further, it is a matter of common
knowledge that it was the great civilization: and wealth of India that
attracted foreign adventurers to it. Even in their present fallen estate,
competent observers have -been able to discern elements of greatness
in the people of India and have admitted that, given a fair chance,
Indian brains are no whit inferior to European brains.2 Nor is it
true that they are averse to or incapable of applying them to the task
of economic organization and advancement. There is therefore no
need for the Indian people to allow themselves to be borne down by
any overwhelming consciousness oL irremediable inferiority as regards
aptitude for economic progress.

1  Meredith Town^end, Asia and Em ope,  p.  g.
2  In  an   address he delivered  in  Johannesburg c.n  26  August   iqrc,,   (Irncral  (now
Field-Marshal)  Smuts  used   the   following   words:   '[   Jo   not   look  down   nn   Indians.
I   look   up   to   them.   ,    .    .   Thorc   have   been    Indians   who   hr.ve    been    amongst
the greatest  men   in  the  history  of  tht   world.    Ther.<   have  been   Indians   who  have
been  amongst th^  greatest  Ipad^rs  of the  human  race,   whose  shores   I  am   unworthy
to   unrX'1